
Could You Give Up Bacon 
 
For generations bacon and eggs has been a favourite on our breakfast tables. 
But what if we found out bacon (pork) was not a food Yahweh God intended 
us to eat. 
 
Clean and unclean animals 
The bible speaks about clean and unclean animals, with the clean animals 
being those designated as food. 
Many teachers in churches today teach that Torah is done away with and 
therefore the clean and unclean food laws (instructions) in Lev 11:2-30 no 
longer apply. We need it explained how the once unclean animals became 
clean. 
Leviticus 11:2 “These are the creatures which you may eat from the animals 
that are on the earth” 
Are the creatures listed in Leviticus 11, food that God has created for us to 
eat? 
 
Noah’s knowledge of clean and unclean animals 
It is an oversimplification to say the food instructions only apply to Israel as 
they were given the Torah at Mt Sinai. 
 
Israel did not exist at the time Noah was selecting the clean and unclean 
animals for the ark. 
How then did he know clean from unclean animals prior to the giving of Torah 
to Moses, and the formation of Israel.? 
 
Genesis 7:2 “You shall take with you of every clean animal by sevens. A male 
and his female, and of the animals that are not clean two, a male and his 
female” 
 
In the following scriptures we will see Cain and Abel knew about offerings and 
sacrifices prior to Moses receiving Torah on tablets of stone. 
 
Peter will teach us what he considered to be food some 10 years after 
Yeshua’s/Jesus death. 
 



Cain and Abel’s offering 
Adam and Eve's offspring, Cain and Abel knew about offerings and sacrifices 
way back at the beginning of time before the giving of the Law. 
Genesis 4:3,4..... Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the fruit of the 
ground (v4) Able, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock ..... And 
the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering...... 
 
Peter’s dream 
Peter’s dream is an oft used scripture in support of unclean food being made 
clean. 
How that conclusion can be reached when the dream is clearly about the 
Gentiles coming into faith is a mystery. 
 
Yahweh God used the clean and unclean food instructions that Peter is 
familiar with to get His message across to him. 
Let’s take a look at the dream in Acts 10:11-14 
“......he saw the sky opening , and an object like a great sheet coming down, 
lowered by four corners to the ground (v12) and there was in it all kinds of 
four-footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth, and birds of the air. 
(v13) A voice came to him, get up, Peter, kill and eat. 
(v14) But Peter said, by no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything 
unholy and unclean”. 
 
Peter, and clean food 10 years after the resurrection 
Ten years after Christ’s death, Peter states he has never eaten anything 
unholy and unclean. It needs to be noted he says unholy and unclean not just 
unclean. (Acts 10:14 above) 
If the unclean animals had been made clean then Peter would not call them 
unholy and unclean a decade after the resurrection. 
 
Peter gains understanding of the meaning of the dream and it is expressed in 
Acts 10:28,34,35 
(v28) “ And he said to them, you yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man 
who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has 
shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean. 
 
(v34)......I most certainly understand that God is not one to show partiality, 
(v35) but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is 



welcome to Him”. 
 
Peter does not say ‘don’t call any of the animals unholy and unclean’. 
It is any man that is not to be called unholy or unclean. 
Remembering verse 28 above. A Jew was not to associate with a foreigner as 
was the custom. 
Peter is shown not to call foreigners (non Jews) unclean. 
The gospel will now go to the gentiles. 
 
Acts 28:28  "Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has 
been sent to the Gentiles; they will also listen." 
 
We as non Jewish believers are now able to come into the covenants of 
promise.  
Hallelujah, it has nothing to do with animals or food at all. 
 
Remember Sabbath 
We see further evidence of Torah instructions existing prior to Sinai in the 
fourth commandment. Exodus 10:8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
Holy” 
Something needs to have previously existed to be remembered. 
Sabbath is established at creation in Genesis 2:2 “Then God Blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which 
God had created and made”. 
 
A summary looking back, the present, and looking forward 
 
Back 
Looking back before the giving of Torah at Sinai we see that Cain and Abel 
had knowledge of offerings and sacrifices documented later in the Torah. 
Noah knew about clean and unclean animals prior to the giving of the Law. 
 
Present 
In the New Testament we see Peter not eating unclean animals as instructed 
in the Torah a decade after the resurrection. 
Teachings then that Torah no longer applies, or is done away with, must imply 
that Peter did not know that  Torah had been done away with. 
 



Forward 
Looking forward we see the Torah going forth from Jerusalem when 
Jesus/Yeshua returns. 
For those of us who have been taught Torah has been done away with, how 
will we cope with it when it goes forth from Zion if we don’t understand it and 
keep it’s remaining instructions now. 
 
Isaiah 2:3 “And many people will come and say, let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God Of Jacob; that He May teach us 
concerning His ways, and that we may walk in His path. For the law (Torah, 
instruction) will go forth from Zion and the words of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 
Timothy tells us all scripture is given for instruction. 
He only had the Old Testament writings when these words were penned. 
 
2Timothy  3:16  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
 
Other Torah practices before Sinai 
 
There are other examples of Torah instructions being kept prior to Moses 
receiving the Law at Sinai. 
Abraham built altars and called on the name of the Lord prior to those 
instructions being given to Moses. He also built the altar on Mt Moriah to 
sacrifice Isaac. 
 
Genesis 13:4  to the place of the altar which he had made there formerly; and 
there Abram called on the name of the LORD. 
His offering of Isaac was to be a sacrifice. 
Genesis 22:9  Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and 
Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac 
and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
 
Judah also knew his youngest son should have been given to his sons widow 
prior to those instructions being given in the Law. 
Genesis 38:11  Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, "Remain a 
widow in your father's house until my son Shelah grows up"; for he thought, "I 



am afraid that he too may die like his brothers." So Tamar went and lived in 
her father's house. 
 
Torah practices now, after Christ’s death 
Peter observed the Torah food instruction by not eating unclean food. 
Paul goes up to Passover, an instruction of Torah after Yeshua’s death. 
Act 18:21  but took leave of them, saying, "I must by all means keep this 
coming feast in Jerusalem; but I will return again to you, God willing." And he 
sailed from Ephesus. 
 
Torah in the future 
The New Testament tells us the Torah will go forth from Jerusalem in the 
future. 
There is a strong case for Torah always existing as we see it existing from the 
beginning with Adam’s offspring. At Noah’s time. At the time of the early 
church Peter is keeping the food laws. Upon Yeshua’s/Jesus return the Torah 
goes forth from Jerusalem. 
 
The weighty matter of the pig 
It is time to wrestle with the matter of unclean animals now being made clean. 
 
Practically, let’s look at the unclean pig, that is now said to be clean. That is 
bacon is now on the menu. 
In the absence of any known scripture suggesting unclean animals are now 
clean it is a stab in the dark to come up with an explanation. 
Many of the animals listed in Leviticus as unclean are scavenging or wallowing 
animals. 
If these animals are now clean then there should be evidence of them having 
stopped scavenging or wallowing. 
Clearly that is not the case, suggesting they are still unclean. 
 
If I ask someone over for a serving of rat, bat and vulture stew most would 
decline. Yet this is exactly what is proposed if all unclean animals are now 
clean because Torah and the food Instructions no longer apply. 
If some animals e.g. swine (pork, bacon) are now clean and not other animals 
such as bat, rat or vulture, how do we know which animals are clean and fit for 
consumption. How do we know which animals are unclean and not fit for 
consumption. 



No scripture exists with such a differentiation, suggesting again, that what was 
unclean is still unclean and what was clean is still clean. 
 
What do we know 
It is always best to look at what we do know. 
We know Torah is written on our hearts, and that we then have a desire to 
keep it. “If you love me keep my commandments”. John 14:15 
 
It is estimated there are 613 instructions in Torah. Take out the temple and 
priesthood instructions and other instructions not applicable and just over 300 
instructions remain. 
This would include the food instructions found in Leviticus 11:1-46 
 
There are 1050 individual instructions calculated in the New Testament alone.  
Estimates suggest the average christian observes between 66-85% of the 
Torah, which would include those who believe we no longer need to keep it. 
Saturday Sabbath, feasts observance, and the food instruction would make up 
most of the 15-34% not observed. 
(statistics on Torah keeping by Andrew Gabriel Roth) 
 
If by some miracle at Christ's death when the veil in the temple was torn, the 
unclean animals became clean because of the blood of the Lamb there would 
be evidence in their behaviour. Animals that scavenge would have changed 
their clean up behaviour, and animals that wallow would no longer do so. 
It would also be spelled out in scripture if changes were made to the food 
commands. 
 
Swine disease documented 
Apart from scripture, there is ample documentation available on a quick 
internet search showing the diseases pigs carry, particularly if not cooked 
correctly. 
Is there something Yahweh’s God knows about the animals that scavenge 
and wallow that has caused Him to class them as unclean foods that are not 
fit for consumption.? 
As their Creator, He purposed the scavengers with the function of cleaning up 
the earth and the oceans. 
 



The living Word our authority 
As believers it is best to take the words of Jesus (Yeshua) when He walked 
the earth seriously, as He was the Word made flesh.  
Paul’s teachings are often used to contradict Jesus teachings onTorah.  
How can any teaching stand in truth while contradicting Jesus very own 
words. 
Even Peter said some parts of Paul's writings are hard to understand.  
 
11Peter 3:16 
as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some 
things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do 
also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 
 
Nothing Paul teaches can contradict Jesus teaching as He is the Living Word. 
That means the Matthew 5 Scripture below, teaching ‘not one jot or tittle will 
pass from the Torah until all is accomplished’ needs to be taken as read. 
 
Matthew 5:18  "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 
the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
 
We have a better grasp of scripture if we move from the ‘Torah done away 
with’ belief and begin to look at what Yahweh classes as food. 
Cain and Abel, Noah and Peter all knew and practised instructions from the 
Torah prior to Moses receiving them on the mountain. In the future the Torah 
goes forth from Zion. 
If we have Torah being practised from the beginning right through to the end, 
how did we arrive at it being abolished? 
 
How do we now then live 
Our family follows the dietary food instructions as listed in Leviticus. 
This is not always easy. Finding bacon in the Caesar salad when you don’t 
want to embarrass the host by not eating it can be a challenge. 
 
Leviticus 11 shows us the clean and unclean foods and which animals 
Yahweh considers to be food. 
Hence no wallowers or scavengers on the plate. 
 



It has been said that to eat the animals that scavenge in the sea and on the 
land is the equivalent of eating the vacuum cleaner contents.  
It is a leap of faith to follow the word when it comes to food, and to trust that 
the Father knows what is best for us. 
It is a challenge to the easy believism of our day. 
 
Death to self, and taking up our cross comes at a price. But it is the least we 
can do for Him who at great cost purchased our redemption. 
To keep His commandments because we love Him is a real joy. 
Walking in His ways in a pagan world will never be easy but the rewards are 
great and we might just win a crown. James 1:12 
 
James 1:12  Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he 
has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him. 
 
 
 


